A CASE WITHOUT PRECEDENT    2g
Mohammedan, And also because the Revolution, dazzled
by the physical side of force and by the apparent successes
of war without rules, had lost all notion of the metaphysics
of force and of its limits.2 It believed that by winning
battles it could obtain everything, "Force of arms is tran-
sitory, whereas hatred lives on." This sentence should be
engraved over the entrance to every ministry of foreign
affairs. But it is also obvious from the foregoing that no
minister of foreign affairs had ever uttered so merciless a
condemnation of the narrow-minded empirical policy he
was forced by his government to follow, as did Talleyrand
in this passage. It does not seem logical for a turn-
coat, exclusively interested in his position and its rewards,
to announce to the Directory, which prided itself on
having concluded a glorious and lasting peace at Campo
Formio, that it had obtained nothing but a false and pre-
carious truce? I will say more. A turncoat minister, as
intelligent as Talleyrand, would never have even dreamed
of making such a report to the Directory. Ambition and
cupidity place their entire faith in the present, providing
it favors them. In order to pierce the veil of the present
and look into the distant future, the clear, unbiased vision
of a prophet is needed; a steady determination to see the
light, to know, and to be neither the dupe nor the victim
of circumstance. In 1798, when he wrote his report, Talley-
rand was already in full revolt, if not against the Revolu-
tion at least against its foreign policy.
Nevertheless, he continued to serve it for ten years. In
1807 he was still the minister of the "political folly" whose
cruel and fallacious games he had disclosed and denounced
in his Memoir. The contradiction is obvious. If he judged
the foreign policy of the Revolution to be both absurd
and fatal, then yhy did- he continue to be Minister of
Foreign Affairs under the Directory, the Consulate, and
the Empire? If he could not bring himself to resign be-
2 Concerning the physics and metaphysics of force, see The Gamble
(London: G. Bell and Sons, 1939), pp. 95 et seq.